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MOAA, including the Central Virginia Chapter, is a nonprofit nonpartisan veterans’ association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and to
preserving the earned entitlements of members of the uniformed services and their families and survivors. Membership is open to those who hold or have
ever held a warrant or commission in any component of the U.S. Army, USMC, USN, USAF, USCG, USPHS or NOAA and their surviving spouse.

Chapter honors State Senator Bill DeSteph at September luncheon

C

Legislator cited for avid support of military and veterans’ issues

hapter President John W. Swartzwelder, Jr. presented State Senator Bill DeSteph (R-8th Dist) with
the 2018 Virginia Legislator of the Year Award at
the Chapter’s luncheon, 27 September, at the Glenmore
Country Cub. The award was presented on behalf of
MOAA’s Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC) and was
based on a recommendation submitted by our Central
Virginia Chapter.
Senator DeSteph was specifically recognized for sponsoring a bill which would permit overseas-deployed military members exercising their right to vote in national
and Virginia elections to cast their voted ballots electronically and securely in real time.
A Desert Storm veteran, Sen. DeSteph served in the
United States Navy, both as a chief petty officer, and
later, as a naval special-warfare intelligence officer.

State Senator Bill DeSteph receives a trophy from Central Virginia Chapter President John Swartzwelder recognizing him as
MOAA’s Virginia Legislator of the Year.

At the luncheon, the senator recounted his experience of
being unable to vote in 11 elections because he either
could not acquire the usual paper absentee ballot or he
could not mail his ballot from the classified location he
was assigned. He observed that current technology permits military members to vote regardless of their deployed status. The present need is to pass the legislation
necessary to test and, eventually, implement that technology.

Senator DeSteph concluded with an extended discussion, introduced by Chapter member Bill Halevy, regarding the impediments facing veterans seeking treatment
at VA facilities, often located at considerable distances
from their homes, as well as the cost and administrative
complexity of acquiring such care.
Seventy Chapter members and guests attended the
luncheon. Photos appear on page 5.

In a response to a later question, the senator explained
that during the past legislative session, the implementing bill passed the Virginia Senate but stalled in committee in the House of Delegates. He expects the legislation
to be reintroduced during the next session.

In the next edition of The Bugle…
Look for the next edition of The Bugle, to be mailed in midNovember. It will contain important information about
topics to be decided at the Holiday Luncheon and Annual
Meeting, 13 December, including:
 Election of officers and members of the Chapter’s
2019 Board of Directors
 Approval of 2019 dues.
Meeting information will also be disseminated via email
and will be available on the Chapter website, cvmoaa.org.

The senator also described the various efforts of state
legislators to support the military including a program
to provide trips for vets with PTSD to tour the west in
all-terrain vehicles (ATVs). He also participates in the
Virginia Military Caucus along with State Senator Bryce
Reeves (R-17th Dist) and Delegate Nick Freitas (R-30th
Dist).
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Directory Errata
Please make the following corrections to the 2018
Chapter Directory that was mailed with the August-September edition of The Bugle. Also, Chapter
members may correct or update their personal information in the password-protected roster section
of the Chapter website, cvmoaa.org.
 Add the following:

2018
Board of Directors
Central Virginia Chapter - MOAA
PRESIDENT
Capt John W. Swartzwelder, Jr., USAF

LTC J. Mack Van Hook, USA
Inge
500 Crestwood Drive #1606
Charlottesville, VA 22903
(434) 977-8776
mackvan@comcast.net

FIRST VP
Col William E. Adams, USAF
SECOND VP
Col Carl R. Huebner, USAF
SECRETARY & PAST PRESIDENT
Col William E. Adams, USAF

Military Retirees Can Compare
Costs of New Dental, Vision Plans

TREASURER
CDR Pam Batchellor, USN

Article adapted from the MOAA website: https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/Open-Season-forNew-TRICARE-Dental-Coverage-Is-Around-the-Corner.aspx?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TMNsend&utm_content=GA+FHR+2+Ret+F+NC

LEGISLATIVE
Capt Trish Capps, USAF
MEMBERSHIP
COL Jeb Baker, USA

T
v

he open season for enrollment in the new dental and
vvvvvision coverage for TRICARE beneficiaries (FEDVIP)
is just around the corner (12 Nov. to 10 Dec.), and beneficiaries now can compare plan costs as they consider
their coverage options.

PROGRAMS
CAPT Cliff Erickson, USN
DIRECTORS
Maj Gen Dan Dick, USAF
CPT Michael McKee, USA
Ms. Dorothy Richards, Auxiliary
Col Maurie Roesch, USMC
COL Henry Shelton, USA

FEDVIP will replace the TRICARE Retiree Dental Program (TRDP), managed by Delta Dental, which sunsets
31 December 2018. The Office of Personnel Management
(OPM) has released detailed information on the available
plans; click here for the full breakdown.

_________________________________________________________________________________

The average dental gross premium increased 1.2 percent
from last year, OPM said. Average rates are:

VCOC REPRESENTATIVE
Lt Col John Down, USAF

Photo by Mike McKee

 Self: $17.41 biweekly; $37.73 monthly.
 Self Plus One: $34.14 biweekly; $73.97 monthly.
 Self and Family: $49.23 biweekly; $106.68 monthly.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Us:

Central Virginia Chapter – MOAA
P.O. Box 6455
Charlottesville, VA 22906-6455

The average vision gross premium dropped 2.8 percent
from last year, per OPM. Average rates are:

Email: cvc-moaa@comcast.net
Chapter Webpage: cvmoaa.org

 Self: $5.10 biweekly, $11.05 monthly.
 Self Plus One: $10.23 biweekly; $22.16 monthly.
 Self and Family: $14.75 biweekly; $31.96 monthly.

The Bugle
2018 Col Marvin J. Harris 5-Star
Communications Award Winner

MOAA will be participating in the Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) rollout of the program. The rate announcement came earlier than expected, which means
TRICARE beneficiaries will have more time to review
plans and make comparisons so they are ready to enroll
during open season.

Editor: Carl R. Huebner
Contributors:
Bill Adams – Printing & Distribution
Trish Capps – Legislative News
Kevin Lavin – Proofreader & Fact Checker
Michael McKee – Photography

SEE FEDVIP CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Historian, presidential scholar Barbara Perry to discuss
“The Presidency at a Crossroads” at 25 October Luncheon

B

Previously, Professor Perry was the Carter Glass Professor of Government and founding director of the Center
for Civic Renewal at Sweet Briar College in Virginia. In
1994-95, she received the Justice Tom C. Clark Award as
the outstanding Supreme Court Fellow that year. In addition to providing research for Chief
Justice William Rehnquist’s speeches,
she briefed more than 3,000 visitors
to the court from 70 countries. She
was the Senior Fellow for Civics Education at the University of Louisville’s
McConnell Center in 2006-07, where
she is currently a Non-Resident Fellow. From 1996 through 2008, she
taught in the Supreme Court Summer
Institute, co-sponsored by the Supreme Court Historical Society and
Street Law.

arbara A. Perry is the Gerald L. Baliles Professor
and Director of Presidential Studies at the University of Virginia's Miller Center, where she co-directs the Presidential Oral History Program. She has authored or edited 12 books on presidents, First Ladies,
the Kennedy family, the Supreme
Court, and civil rights and civil liberties. Professor Perry has conducted
more than 100 interviews for the
George H. W. Bush and George W.
Bush Oral History Projects; researched the Bill Clinton Oral History
Project interviews, and directed the
Edward Kennedy Oral History Project. She served as a U.S. Supreme
Court Fellow and has worked for
both Republican and Democratic
members of the Senate.

In 2012, Perry received the Virginia
A native of Louisville, Kentucky, ProSocial Science Association’s Scholar
fessor Perry earned a Ph.D. in govProfessor Barbara A. Perry
Award in Political Science. The Sons
ernment from the University of Virof the American Revolution, Virginia Society, awarded
ginia; an M.A. in politics, philosophy, and economics
her their 2013 Silver Good Citizenship Medal for “her
from Oxford University; and a B.A. in political science,
outstanding achievements in the study, writing, and
with highest honors, from the University of Louisville.
teaching of American history.” The University of Louisville’s College of Arts and Sciences named her the 2014
Professor Perry is a frequent media commentator for naAlumna Fellow of the Year.
tional and international news sources. She has taught all
aspects of American government/politics and can reSee the reservation form on page 7 for additional inforspond to media questions on most topics related to presmation about the luncheon.
idential campaigns and elections, public policy, and
presidential communications.
In addition to the American presidency (including First
Ladies), her research, writing and commentary have
covered the U.S. Supreme Court, particularly presidential appointments, as well as civil rights and civil liberties.

This bio is extracted from the Miller Center website. For a
more complete summary of Professor Perry’s career, see
their website at
https://millercenter.org/experts/barbara-perry.

New members join Chapter
MAJ John P. Hesford, USA (Ret) and Priscilla. MAJ
Hesford graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point in 1960. He was an intelligence officer in the
Army and served at the Defense Intelligence Agency.
John and his wife, Priscilla, came to the Charlottesville
area because of the university. They have four children
and 10 grandchildren.

Lucy Welbourn Johnson. Mrs. Johnson is the widow of
CAPT Charles McCoy Johnson III, USN (Ret). CAPT Johnson served in the Naval Medical Corps.
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Community Calendar
Saturday, 13 Oct

Happy 243rd Birthday, U.S. Navy!

Thursday, 25 Oct

CVC/MOAA Chapter Luncheon. Guest speaker will be Professor Barbara Perry, Director of
Presidential Studies at the Miller Center, who will discuss “The Presidency at a Crossroads.”
Social hour begins at 11:00 a.m. and lunch is served at noon.

Wednesday, 17 Oct

The Charlottesville Aviation Luncheon Club (CALClub), open to all, will hold this falls first
monthly meeting at the Blue Ridge Café, Ruckersville. Doors open at 11 and buffet lunch will
begins at 12:00 noon. Lunch price is $15.00 cash per person. Make reservations by Oct 14
with David Hilty Davidahilty@comcast.net or call him at 434 328 2323. The Club is celebrating 25 years of luncheon meetings this year. Speaker will be retired Col Scott Willey, USAF
who will discuss the National Air and Space Museum and the Air War in Vietnam.

Tuesday, 6 Nov

ELECTION DAY

Saturday, 10 Nov

Happy 243rd Birthday, U.S. Marines!

Sunday, 11 Nov

Veterans Day. Look for announcements of upcoming Veterans Day events in the Daily Progress and on the Chapter website cvmoaa.org.

Thursday, 22 Nov

Happy Thanksgiving!

Thursday, 13 Dec

CVC/MOAA Holiday Luncheon and Annual Meeting at the Glenmore Country Club. Election of Chapter officers and directors. Holiday entertainment by the Patriot Singers of Albemarle High School. Social hour begins at 11:00 a.m. and lunch is served at noon.

Step 1: Ask if your dentist participates in a FEDVIP plan.
Step 2: Review your family composition and situation
for the upcoming benefit year. Consider discussing your
dental treatment plans with your dentist.
Step 3: Use the Plan Comparison Tool, comparison information in the November issue of Military Officer, or
plan brochures to compare benefits and coverage versus premium cost

FEDVIP rollout approaching
FEDVIP FROM PAGE 2
Open Season Rollout
The 2019 FEDVIP Plan Comparison Tool became
available Oct. 1 at TRICARE.benefeds.com. OPM has indicated BENEFEDS will mail comparison printouts to
callers upon request. Brochures for 2019 plans are
available online; beneficiaries also can request hard
copies by contacting individual FEDVIP carriers directly. Premium and Life members of MOAA will find an
in-depth article in the November issue of Military Officer describing the 10 dental and four vision plans to
be offered.
Plan Choice
TRICARE beneficiaries may find they have access to a
more robust dental benefit than before, as well as the
option of vision plans — a completely new offering.
FEDVIP offers a variety of plans, with different levels of
cost and coverage, including High and Standard options.
There are no plan exclusions and no waiting periods, except for orthodontia. In-progress treatment will be honored, up to FEDVIP carrier limits. The biggest change for
beneficiaries will be that families can choose a dental
and/or vision plan that meets their unique needs. Inprogress treatment will be honored, up to FEDVIP carrier limits. The biggest change for beneficiaries will be
that families can choose a dental and/or vision plan that
meets their unique needs.
Choosing a Carrier and Plan Option
There are a few general steps to keep in mind as you
evaluate and do your due diligence with plan selection:

During Open Season
Once TRICARE Open Season begins, enrollment can
only occur online or through the call center. We recommend beneficiaries go to TRICARE.benefeds.com and
complete the following steps:
 Answer a few questions about your eligibility.
 Provide information on yourself and your family
and create an account.
 Select a plan that meets your family's needs.
 Review your selection and enroll in the plan.
 Receive enrollment verification.

FEDVIP Premium Payments
As part of the FEDVIP enrollment process, BENEFEDS
will set up your preferred method of payment or charge
you automatically through DFAS. Payments are retrospective, not prospective. BENEFEDS will collect your
first FEDVIP payment 1 February 2019. Delta Dental
will terminate your allotment for your 2018 TRICARE
Retiree Dental Plan (TRDP) coverage following the December premium collection 30 November with no action required on your part.
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Lastly, remember to check the TRICARE Benefeds website for more information, and look for FEDVIP plan details in the November issue of Military Officer.

The September Luncheon…

Photo by Mike McKee

Above. State Senator Bill DeSteph addresses members
and guests at the Chapter’s September luncheon.
Top left. Senator DeSteph meets with the Chapter’s Legislative Committee. From left: Chapter President John
Swartzwelder, Ed Fording,
Committee
Chair Trish Capps,
Photo
by Mike McKee
Sen DeSteph and John Down.
Center left. Elaina Warren, Hank Shelton, Daniel Warren
and Ann Shelton. Colonel Warren (USA, Ret) is the president of the Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC).
Bottom left. Dolores Johansen, Jane Johansen, Chris
Sheaffer and new member Lucy Johnson.
Photo by Mike McKee

Photo by Mike McKee

Photo by Mike McKee

Photo by Mike McKee
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Legislative Review…
…
3.

ELECT’s oversight does not provide full assurance of election integrity and uniformity. Local oversight is inadequate. Also,
though guidance was generally helpful to local
registrars, materials were not provided in a
timely manner, and were sometimes inaccurate or insufficient to answer their questions;

4.

ELECT lacks sufficient continuity of leadership and is susceptible to political influence. Previous leadership under Commissioner Cortes lacked strategic planning, appropriate management skills and showed strong
political bias. Under the present commissioner, Chris Piper, management has improved. However, its staffing of three political
appointees at the top level of management
makes it very vulnerable to problems of bias
and continuity.

Former Air Force captain Trish Capps chairs the
Central Virginia Chapter's Legislative Committee.

For up-to-date information about legislative
issues that affect you, go to the MOAA
website.
http://www.moaa.org/takeaction

T

he Virginia Joint Legislative Audit and Review
Commission (JLARC) is a bipartisan oversight
body within the General Assembly that reviews
and evaluates government departments, activities and
programs. The Commission’s schedule, work-plan and
completed findings/reports on their website at
http://jlarc.virginia.gov/index.asp. This special commission was first authorized in 1973 under Title 30,
chapter 7 of the Virginia code and its authority has been
expanded over the years.

Graham Moomaw from the Richmond Times Dispatch, interviewed JLARC staff about the report and found that a
perception of political bias and a faulty IT system are
two key issues state lawmakers may want to address.
Jamie Bitz, a chief legislative analyst for JLARC, said interviews with local voter registrars and state elections
staffers showed there was “a perception of political bias
that was reflected in decisions about certain policies and
certain agency operations.” Under state law, the elections commissioner and two other high-level positions
in the agency are filled by the governor, a system JLARC
said makes the agency susceptible to political influence
and leadership turnover every four years.

…

The JLARC consist of 9 state delegates (5 from Appropriations) and 5 state senators (two from Finance) and an
auditor (non-voting member). The chairman is Senator
Thomas Norment, Jr. The vice-chair is Delegate Steve
Landes. Most of their work involves major research
studies performed over several years. Professionally
trained, nonpolitical staff conduct the research, analysis
and evaluation for the studies. One of JLARC’s major
projects in 2017-2018 was to review the operations of
the Virginia Department of Elections (ELECT). In September, JLARC released their findings in a 75-page report. Its main findings were:

…

1.

2.

(See “Review finds Virginia elections agency had culture
of ‘open support for one party over the other’”, Richmond Times Dispatch, 10 September 2018).

ELECT uses a fairly robust process to maintain its 5.5 million voter registration list,
but it fails to adequately and regularly determine its accuracy as required, or use appropriate data or enough manpower resources to do so;

JLARC provided about 21 possible solutions. Regarding
the significant IT problems, JLARC recommended that
status reports be submitted on improvements and that
the General Assembly assess whether to replace or rebuild the system. At our Chapter’s monthly luncheon,
Senator DeSteph expressed concerns about ELECT’s
present leadership thwarting passage. In light of these
problems and costs to rectify them, it may be difficult to
get a bill passed for the pilot program for electronic return of voted overseas military ballots next session.
However, it may also be the best time to propose that
plans to rebuild or replace an IT system should include
study of such a pilot program. No doubt this will be part
of legislative discussion at the VCOC and Joint Leadership Council meetings in October when they review
2019 legislative priorities.

Virginia’s Election and Registration Information System (VERIS) IT system as maintained is not sufficiently functional or reliable. Although ELECT has been allocated one
million dollars annually through FY 2022, to
date they have failed to utilize the funds for any
major improvements. There is also concern
that in FY 2017 ELECT decided to try to rebuild
the IT system rather than replace it as other
states with the same problems have;
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LUNCHEON MEETING RESERVATION FORM
Thursday, 25 October 2018
11:00 a.m. social hour. 12:00 noon lunch.
Glenmore Country Club
Guest speaker: Professor Barbara Perry
“The Presidency at a Crossroads”
Directions from Charlottesville: Route 250 East. One mile past Shadwell turn right into Glenmore. Turn right on Piper
Way. If you are not a resident, please tell the gate guard that you are attending the MOAA luncheon. Proceed on Piper
Way. The Country Club is on the right just past the tennis courts.
Attire for men is suit/sport coat and tie, or military uniform.

Menu Selections:
Corn Chowder
Choice of entrée:
A. Shrimp and Grits
or
B. Herb Roasted Chicken
or
C. Vegetarian: Roasted Fall Squash Orzo Pasta Stuffed Mushroom
Creamy Grits
French Beans
Baked Apple with Spice Chantilly
Please Circle Entrée Selection
Member Name: ___________________________________________________A B C
Guest Name(s): ___________________________________________________A B C
_____________________________________________________________________A B C
_____________________________________________________________________A B C
Please make reservations for _____ @ $30.00 each.
My current email address (if changed) is: ____________________________________________
Please remit with check payable to CVC/MOAA by Friday, 19 October 2018 to:
CDR Pam Batchellor USN
23 Bunker Boulevard
Palmyra, VA 22963
434-589-3789

PBatchellor@centurylink.net

IF YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORTATION TO THIS EVENT, CONTACT BILL ADAMS BY EMAIL weadams@icloud.com or
PHONE 434-245-1728
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PAID
Charlottesville, VA
Permit No. 290

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

